
Contact us directly or join us for a Job Fair at Chatham Bars Inn!
On-the-spot hiring  Competitive wages

 2 : 3-6pm 
Positions include: Cooks, Housekeeping Supervisors, Restaurant Servers, Seasonal 

Restaurant Managers, Bartenders, Storeroom Manager and 
Storeroom Clerks and many more. 

Attend job fair or contact 

by Elizabeth Van Wye

CHATHAM – What was it like to retire 
to Cape Cod in the mid 1660s? That was a 
question that archeologist Craig Chartier 
asked himself while overseeing excava-

of Chatham founder William Nickerson 
and his wife Anne.

More than two dozen people turned out 

focused on what was learned in the explo-
rations at that site.

In 2016 when he learned about the

-

homesite was believed to be.

After meeting with the Association mem-
bers to discuss a possible excavation at that 

that was not what we found.”

The area where the marker had been 
-

recalled.

Chartier focused on digging test pits on 
more hospitable parts of the site near the 

were anxious to dig near the marker.
Chartier found one nail of recent vintage. 

-

pipe pieces also from that era and a 17th 

of the time were uncovered.

Now that it was clear that the home-
site was in fact near the original historic 

and the Conservation Foundation worked 
together to clear that part of the site of the 

Chartier said.

but a high knoll - the perfect spot for a 17th 

a one-in-a-million shot.”

-

all found.  A post hole was discovered.

was no one else there.  It had to be them.”

But what size was the home?  That was 

-

-

in Massachusetts.

-

In 2019 further excavation on a cellar 
hole revealed a possible outbuilding or 

Chartier to wonder if Nickerson had pos-

What comes next?  The artifacts that 

House museum.

Chartier believes there is an abundance 
of undiscovered archaeological resources 

thinks there might be remnants from past 
inhabitants to explore further.

encourage long-term preservation.

Series will be June 17 at 5 pm.  Author 

more information go to protectourpast.org.

Archaeologist Recalls Unearthing ‘The First Cape Cod Mansion’

Warm temperatures on Friday made for an early season beach day at Red River Beach. All the comforts of home while enjoying a beach day at Red River Beach on Friday. 
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