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No one is ever too young to join the Nickerson Family Association!
A children’s membership at $10 makes the perfect stocking stuffer gift.
We again offer our popular membership cards suitable to
tuck into the little one’s stockings.
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Google Earth image of the project area in Chatham.

•

Management will begin by removing invasive vegetation in late winter 2019 and
seeding the entire area with the Grass & Wildflower Mix. The Wetland Mix will be
used in the wetland resource area to revegetate the existing footpath.

•

Invasives will be managed using a combination of selective EPA approved herbicide
treatment and mechanical removal.

•

All vegetation debris will be removed from the site and brought to an off-site disposal
area. Follow up invasive species management will be ongoing over the next three
growing seasons to ensure proper management.
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Approximately 28,500 square feet will be restored to native, naturalized shrub
and grassland by removing invasive species, primarily including Asiatic bittersweet
(Celastrus orbiculatus), shrub honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii/bella), porcelain berry
(Ampelopsis brevipedunculata), and black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) and restoring a
native plant community appropriate to the site’s conditions.
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Site plan provided Ryder & Wilcox Inc. dated July 24, 2018.
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4' WIDE MAINTENANCE PATH,
SEEDED NO SHRUBS PLANTED

Portions of the restoration area closest adjacent to properties containing high levels of
invasive species infestation will be maintained as a maintenance access (restored with
herbaceous vegetation only).

•

Please see the Land Management Plan associated with this document for a detailed
timeline and management protocols.
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EDGE OF WETLAND
CALEB NICKERSON
HOMESTEAD
NICKERSON ASSOCIATION

PAT

A 4’-wide footpath will be maintained by mowing for public access within the 0-100foot buffer to the resource area.

OT

Temporary irrigation will be required for the first two to three growing seasons while
plants establish. Once plants are established irrigation will be removed.

•

EDGE

The management area will be planted with native 337 native shrubs and 15 native trees
after 80% control of invasive species has been achieved (see Plant Schedule for details).
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AREA SEEDED WITH WETLAND MIX

PLANT SCHEDULE: YELLOW-GREEN AREA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATION AREA

Vegetation is approx. 95% invasive in this area. Invasive vegetation will be managed, the area will
be seeded with the Grass & Wildflower Mix and shrubs will be planted when 80% control of invasive
species is achieved.

PLANT SCHEDULE NICKERSON ASSOC
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WETLAND MIX

Asclepias incarnata / Swamp milkweed
Aster umbelattus / Flat-topped white aster
Carex grayii / Gray’s sedge
Carex lurida / Lurid sedge
Carex vulpinoidea / Fox sedge
Chelone glabra / Turtle head
Juncus effusis / Soft rush
Eupatorium maculatum / Spotted joe pye weed
Eupatorium perfoliatum / Boneset
Onoclea sensibilis / sensitive fern
Panicum clandestinum / Deertongue grass
Solidago patula / Rough-leaved goldenrod
Scripus cyperinus / Woolgrass
Scirpus validus / Soft-stemmed bulrush
Sparganium americanum / Eastern bur reed
Verbena hastata / Blue vervain

GRASS & WILDFLOWER MIX

Agrostis perennans / Autumn Bentgrass
Asclepias tuberosa / Butterfly milkweed
Baptisia australis / Wild Blue Indigo
Echinacea purpurea / Purple Coneflower
Festuca ovina / Sheep Fescue
Festuca rubra / red fescue
Juncus tenuis / Path rush
Rudbeckia fulgida / Black-eyed Susan
Schizchyrium scoparium / Little Bluestem Grass
Solidago sempervirens / Seaside Goldenrod

PLANT SCHEDULE NICKERSON ASSC2
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RESTORATION PLANTING PLAN | SEPTEMBER 20, 2018
CHATHAM CONSERVATION FOUNDATION | 0 ORLEANS RD, 9K-3B-C3 , CHATHAM, MA
BLUEFLAX DESIGN LLC | HARWICH, MA
774-408-7718 | www.blueflaxdesign.com
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Land owned by the Chatham Conservation Foundation
is in the second year of a three-year restoration plan.
Beautiful plantings will lead to the site of
William and Anne’s c.1664 homestead.

...being, in a sense, the printed voice of the Nickerson Family Association
“Nickerson House.”

A Silver Sixpence from the William Nickerson Archeological Dig
By D. Scott Nickerson, past president, NFA

The Nickerson Family Association has traditionally understood that our Orleans Road property in North Chatham is at or
very near to the actual homesite of our forefather ancestor William Nickerson, an immigrant arriving in the Massachusetts
colony in 1637 from Norwich, England. William Smith’s century-old History of Chatham gives us compass bearings from
structures then extant to the approximate location of that original house and homestead. NFA Past President Brian
Nickerson took Smith’s co-ordinates to plot the likely site, which seemed just barely to rest on adjacent Chatham
Conservation Foundation (CCF) land.
With the acquiescence and support of CCF, beginning in
2016 archaeologist Craig Chartier explored the suspected
site, soon confirmed a 17th century occupation, and over
three subsequent summers executed a thorough professional archaeological dig. NFA supporters’ gifts and Chatham’s
Community Preservation Act grants funded a complete excavation of the homesite and surrounds. Craig’s very interesting yearly excavation reports provide great insight into
the life and capabilities of our immigrant forefather. They
can be read at www.plymoutharch.com.
Of the many remarkable artifacts discovered in the extensive
William Nickerson homesite excavation, the most interesting to me is a silver coin discovered by a rookie volunteer
digger, retired Judge Gary Nickerson. On Sept. 17, 2018 he
was working at excavating an area of a presumed wooden
defensive palisade, between 12 and 16 inches below surface area, carefully removing the soil before processing it
through a one-quarter inch mesh shaker screen to separate
artifacts from the dirt. As the soil fell away, a flat cylindrical
object appeared, and Gary wondered how a washer had become buried so deep in the land. However, as he rubbed the
object clean with his fingers, a VI appeared and date – 1652!
He had found a coin from William Nickerson’s time! Of
course, excitement reigned. Pictures were texted to Craig,
who was off-site that day. He thought it a prank and instructed
the crew to get back to work. But soon, with the coin in
hand, it was seen to be a colonial Oak Tree type Massachusetts silver sixpence.
In the mid-17th century, England was in the midst of political turmoil. In 1649 King Charles I was beheaded, the
monarchy abolished, and a Commonwealth was declared.
Before the monarchy was re-established in 1660, Oliver
Cromwell was Lord Protector for nearly a decade and supervision of the English colonies was lax. Trade suffered from
the lack of coins to use as money. Shell wampum, grains,
corn, fish and other goods had legislatively-declared values,
but most commercial exchanges were by means of barter.
Consequently in 1652, without the sanction of Cromwell
and the parliament, the Massachusetts House of Magistrates
and House of Deputies approved the appointment of John
Hull in Boston to mint silver coins to address the “occasion
2

The Hon. Gary Nickerson holds the coin he found.

of much counterfeit coin” and “much loss accruing in that
respect.” These first coins produced in our United States
were sterling silver and in denominations of 3-, 6-, and
12-pence or 1 shilling.
All coins had an obverse with MASATHVSETS and a centered image of a tree, with a reverse of NEW ENGLAND
AN DOM around the 1652 date and Roman numeral denomination. The Nickerson coin is an Oak Tree type, struck
between 1660 and 1667, following the Willow Tree and preceding the Pine Tree types. Thus, we can determine without
question that the homesite dates no earlier than 1660, and
the wear on the coin suggests it being some years later.
Princeton University’s Curator of Numismatics Alan Stahl,
brother of CCF board member Gerry Stahl, has examined
the Nickerson silver sixpence and authored a scholarly
essay on this and the other three smaller coins found in the
dig. He believes it to be the only Massachusetts/New England Oak Tree type coin found on Cape Cod. It is also
unusual in being only the sixth known example of a VI over
XII overstrike. This means that the coin was struck from a
cut-down Shilling (XII pence) coin with sixpence (VI) dies.
Traces of the shilling features can still be seen where they
were not obliterated by the sixpence die. So this is a quite
rare and special coin.

The inspiration has arisen from the NFA Board that there
would be interest among the membership, the Chatham
community and visitors in owning a representation of this
unique historical relic. The coin itself, by the agreement allowing the dig, belongs to the CCF. The CCF may decide to
allow the NFA to display it and other artifacts, to auction or
sell it, or to do otherwise as they wish. However, they have
graciously given permission for NFA to replicate, promote
and sell copies of the coin.
The task of doing this has occupied over a year, but has
now been accomplished. Some manufacturers were unwilling to take on such a process, fearing trouble for duplicating
money and accusations of counterfeiting although the legal
entity of the English Protectorate or Massachusetts General
Court was centuries extinct. Eventually we found a supplier
who understood that the law allows legal replicas if each
coin is clearly marked as a copy. As we proceeded, it was
determined that fidelity of reproduction was quite difficult
with casting or even high-quality photography. Eventually a
high-resolution 3D scan process was utilized to provide an
electronic exact representation for the production process
and would generate a reproduction coin which could be inscribed on the rim as a copy.

So, we now have available for sale a replica which is just
one step and 350 years from something that William or
Anne Nickerson held in their hand. No doubt its original
loss caused great consternation, as a sixpence was of great
value at the time when hard money was scarce and difficult
to come by. There may have been serious reproaches at its
disappearance, as William in these years had been assessed
several fines by the Plymouth Courts for various transgressions including the purchase from Massasoit and the Monomoyicks the tribal lands which became Chatham. To find
this exceptional and rare relic reappear after 3 1/2 centuries
in the hand of William Nickerson’s many-times-over Great
Grandson Judge Gary Nickerson is a coincidence almost
too extraordinary to be believed.

Bronze cold castings of the coin made by Gerry Stahl

Please consider buying one or more
of these unique coins for yourself
or as special gifts for your Nickerson family.
Sixpence coin obverse

Sixpence coin reverse

Visit www.nickersonassoc.com
for ordering information.

Mayflower Stamp
The USPS released a “forever” Mayflower stamp to commemorate
the 400th anniversary of the ship’s arrival this fall. NFA Member
George McKay is a also member of the Plymouth Rock Stamp Club
that lobbied the USPS for several years. The commemorative stamp
is titled “Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor” and features original art.
The USPS says the stamp conveys ‘a scene of desolate beauty at the
end of the Pilgrims’ long journey to an unfamiliar world.” The stamp
was released on Nov.17.
George McKay
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Look at the Women Kin, Too

Linda, Karron and I are second cousins; both of their moms
and my dad being first cousins. Linda lives in Texas, and
Karron in Florida. I remember spending time with both of
them when younger, when attending “cousin reunions.”
Linda was my first introduction to genealogy and Karron
has a photo album of her mom’s I would love to digitize!
Both are married, have grown children and grandchildren
and love to travel. Karron does make it back to this area
occasionally and we play “catch up.” The three of us stay in
touch mostly, though, via phone and Facebook. On the other
hand, both Millie my sister-in-law and Patti, a good friend,
live within four miles of me and I see them on a regular basis.
I knew both of them for years before becoming aware of our
Nickerson connection. Again, both are married with grown
children and grandchildren. They are third cousins to each
other and fifth cousins to me. Our Nickerson line: William1,
William2, Thomas3, Nathaniel4, Issacher5 to Bassett6 is
clear, but branches off at that point. Linda, Karron and
I through Bassett’s son: Bassett7, Horace8, Jesse9 before
again branching off from three of Jesse’s children; Millie
and Patti through Bassett6’s, son Andrew before branching
off further for both of them. The fact that we all ended up
in southwest Nebraska shows the diversity and migration
within our country. We all grew up within 40 miles of each
other, all Nickerson descendants and most of us not knowing the other’s Nickerson connection.

By Nancy Nickerson Corey
In this newsletter we continue our profiles with a
Nickerson “cousin” and a Nickerson “ancestor.” I
have chosen four women cousins, for our “cousin”
and the ancestor of one of our newer members as our
“ancestor.” Please provide me with any suggestions
for this ongoing column at nancyroots@msn.com.
Meet your Nickerson cousin: Or should we say cousins? As
NFA members, we sometimes tend to focus on those with
the Nickerson surname. A good friend and cousin has said
numerous times that “we need to look at the women, too.”
As a female with the Nickerson surname, I agree with her
and think it behooves us to remember not all descendants
of William and Anne (Busby) Nickerson carry the surname
Nickerson. What of my sister-in-law, who I never knew was
a Nickerson descendant until she asked me for assistance
with her genealogy and came with her maternal surnames,
Nickerson included? Or a good friend who, when we were
talking about “cemetery digging” one day said, “um, my
grandmother was a Nickerson?” Whoa! I want you to meet
four Nickerson cousins who, although Nickerson descendants, do not carry the Nickerson surname: Millie Yonkers
Corey, Patti Gates Neel, Linda Springer Hermes and
Karron Gull Curtis. All four have ties to southwest Nebraska, and all four descend from Bassett Nickerson6, albeit
through different lines.

I hope you enjoyed meeting these cousins and I also hope
you will think of your non-surname Nickerson descendants
and how we can draw them into the NFA.

The Perfect Gift For Home Library and The Holidays!
REPRINTING OF VOLUME 4 HAS ARRIVED!
Hot Off The Press! Now In-Stock!

20% OFF ALL Merchandise for NFA Members!
Book 1-3
Book 4
Book 5
Any 2 Books
Any 3 Books

Member Price
20% Discount!

Non-Member
Price

$144
$216

$180
$270

$80
$80
$80

$100
$100
$100

Members take an additional 10% Off purchase price of Book 4
if purchased by December 31st! Pay only $72!
To take advantage of special pricing on books, contact
DebraNFA@outlook.com
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Part of the “Clan”?
By Nancy Nickerson Corey

The NFA recently received a query concerning the spelling
of the name Nickerson. Specifically, are individuals with
the surname “Nickeson” part of the “Nickerson clan?” This
sent me on a mission to show Joe Nickeson that he is, indeed, part of the clan. Joe provided me with some family
names and locations to aid me in my mission. Searching our
digital files turned up some of his names and locations, but
they were not linked to each other, nor did they show a link
back to William and Anne (Busby) Nickerson.
Turning to the WEN (William Emery Nickerson) papers I
found a goldmine in a 17-page packet of genealogical information and correspondence between NFA genealogists and
various NFA members. Using this information, along with
various other sources, I was able to trace Joe’s Nickerson
line back to Jeremiah Nickerson, the son of William and
Anne’s son Joseph, who had left the Cape in 1711, migrating to Kent County, Del.-- one of our more difficult lines to
trace. This line continues from Jeremiah Nickerson through
Joshua, and John to William, all in Delaware. William left
Delaware sometime between 1803, the death of his father,
and 1812, the death of his sister Elizabeth, apparently from
a dispute over his inheritance being under the control of
a brother. William migrated to Washington County, Penn.,
probably dying there in 1854. His son, Solomon, appears to
be where the spelling changed from Nickerson to Nickeson.
Solomon was born 14 Dec 1815 and died 4 Jan 1881 in
Green County, Penn. He
was laid to rest in the
Windy Gap Cemetery in
West Finlay, Washington County, Penn. with
his wife Phebe. The name
engraved on his marker
is “Nickeson.” This cemetery is also the resting
place of many of his 13
children and numerous
other descendants. It is
interesting to note, however, that two of his children who predeceased
him are buried under
Dawn & Lilly Bordeleau, daughter
the surname of Nickerand granddaughter of past president
son next to their parents
James M. Nickerson visit the
in this same cemetery.
NFA campus in July.
Joe’s Nickerson line then continues under the surname
of Nickeson from Samuel: John Zook, Bert Ross, and
Ralph C. to Joe. I was able to relay this information to
Joe, showing him that he is, indeed, part of our “clan.”

NFA Campus

I want to thank Joe for allowing me to include his family
story in this article.
Joe’s use of the word “clan” sent me looking for a dictionary
definition of the word. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines clan as: “a group of people tracing their descent from
a common ancestor.” As the above indicates, we all descend
from a common ancestor but the spelling may have changed
throughout the years. As I told Joe, in the 17th and 18th
centuries there was no standard spelling of names; names
were spelled the way they were heard by the recorder, i.e.
the census taker, tax man, court judge, county clerk, minister, etc. Add in different dialects, accents and sometimes I
think it’s a wonder we can trace ancestors at all! Personally,
I have a legal document from the late 1700s wherein Issacher Nickerson’s surname is spelled three different ways,
yes, within the same document. In the above reference to
Joe’s family I found this family enumerated in censuses prior to Solomon’s death as Nickerson, Nickison and Nicholson. The NFA digital genealogy files contain approximately
1000 individuals, descendants of William and Anne, with
surnames other than Nickerson: Nicholson, Nichols, Nickison, Nickason, Nichason, Nicheson, Nickerson, Nickson
and Nixon, among others.
So, in answering the first question: Are individuals with the
surname Nickeson part of the Nickerson clan? I believe that
answer is a resounding yes! I believe this also shows we
should not get hung up on spellings in our searches for family and ancestors. It is imperative we also look at locations,
dates, migrations, names of children, other relatives, etc.,
keeping an open mind while searching for our ancestors.
5
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Who Was W. Sears Nickerson?

O

By Debra Lawless

ne of William and Anne Nickerson’s tenth-generation descendants is also well-known as a prolific published author and
a descendant of no less than nine Mayflower passengers. In this 400th anniversary year of the Mayflower’s landing, we
might ask: Who was Warren Sears Nickerson?
A look at documents on Ancestry.com and an interview with Nickerson’s grandson, Warren Nickerson Marble, offer some answers.
Nickerson was born in East Harwich on 5 December 1880, a son of Warren J. and Mary Atkins Nickerson. He was the
youngest in a family of twelve.
After he completed the tenth grade at Orleans High School, Nickerson took on the life of a sailor. When he returned to the
Cape, he became a steeplejack. He was back in Harwich on 15 July 1905, when he married twenty-three-year-old Imogen
Howes Small, also of Harwich. Nickerson, twenty-four, listed his occupation on the marriage license as an insurance agent.
They became the parents of two daughters, Mary E. (who died in 1912 at age six after an operation for appendicitis) and
Elizabeth W. (born about 1911). The marriage ended in divorce and on 1 September 1918, Nickerson, now thirty-seven,
married a twenty-five-year-old teacher from Wolfeboro, N.H. named Donna M. Corliss.
On his World War I registration card, filled out the same month as his second marriage, Nickerson checked off boxes indicating he was a tall man with a medium build. His eyes were blue, and his hair was brown. He was, by then, working as an
undertaker in Harwich Port and received “great satisfaction in making someone look good in death.” He later reminisced
that he had once been sent to the nearby railroad tracks with a basket to pick up the remains of someone hit by a train, Marble
recalled.
In the late 1920s, when he was about age forty, Nickerson had a heart attack which would perhaps prove crucial to his writing career. By the time of the 1930 census Nickerson, his wife and three daughters Dorothy, ten, Mary (not to be confused
with the earlier Mary), eight, and Jean, five, were living in Wellesley. His occupation is oddly listed as “none” on the census,
perhaps because he was still contemplating what to do next. But we know that at this point he may have completed writing
Land Ho! 1620: A Seaman’s Story of the Mayflower, Her Construction, Her Navigation, and Her First Landfall. The book
was released in 1931 by the eminent publisher Houghton Mifflin Company.
After his heart attack, Nickerson’s doctor advised him to seek a salubrious climate away from the snow, and he moved with
his family to Poinsettia Road in Daytona Beach, Fla., where the family was listed on the 1940 census. Nickerson was then
fifty-nine. His occupation was given as “merchant.” In fact, he ran a gift shop on Main Street in Daytona Beach where he
said he worked for 84 hours during the week of 24 to 30 March 1940 and for fifty-two of the fifty-two weeks in the previous year. Perhaps his strong work ethic explains why the gift shop survived both the Great Depression and World War II.
Yet somewhere in there, Nickerson also had time to research and write his books. (Donna was then working as a teacher at
Mainland Senior High School.)
On 27 June 1950 Nickerson and Donna traveled to Southampton, England aboard the S.S. America. The couple also traveled
to the Grand Canyon, probably along Route 66, with a canvas bag in the front of the car in case the car overheated in the
Mojave Desert. Nickerson retired in 1952, when he was seventy-two, and it was during this period that his grandson came
to know him well during family trips to Florida and at the “Nick Shack” in Harwich, overlooking Pleasant Bay. It was “the
most charming place to spend the summer,” Marble says.
“I remember him as this warm, gentle, wonderful man,” Marble adds. “I got two-thirds of a name of a really great guy.”
Marble’s mother was Nickerson’s fourth daughter, Mary (1921-2007).
Marble, who grew up partly in Dennis and Orleans and now lives in Westminster, Col., reminisced last spring about his
grandfather and the summer weeks they shared in the “Nick Shack” overlooking Pleasant Bay. Some of Marble’s first
cousins still live in the local area and the “Nick Shack” remains in the family.
The “Nick Shack” was a wondrous place with interesting souvenirs such as “the world’s largest arrowhead—” a two-byone-foot slab of rock in the shape of an arrowhead. Also there was a whalebone about eight feet long that Marble’s mother
had picked up while sailing on the Outer Beach.
All three of Nickerson’s books are available through the Nickerson Family Association. See order form.
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NFA Member Publishes Mayflower Book
for Young Readers
Just in time for the 400th anniversary of the landing of the Mayflower this fall is a new book by
NFA member Rebecca Locklear.
Locklear, a native of Chatham and Orleans who now lives in Oregon, wrote “The Mayflower at
Cape Cod: Stories, Activities, and Research That Connect 1620 With Life Today” (Skaket Books
and Art, 2020). The workbook can be used with students in grades six through 12.
The creative book poses the question: What happened when the Mayflower anchored off Cape Cod for five weeks in 1620? In particular,
the book focuses on the First Encounter between the Pilgrims and the
Nausets.
Locklear, a teacher for 37 years, wrote the book because she learned
from the Eastham 400 Commemoration Committee that “there is not
curriculum out there for middle and high school students about the
Mayflower story that includes the latest historical information,” she
says. Unlike many authors, Locklear examines varied aspects of the
Mayflower story including cross-cultural communication, the environment, epidemics, freedom, immigration, marine mammals, migration, self-sufficiency, slavery,
tribal issues and wilderness survival, to name a few.
Divided into seven lesson units, the book contains directions for 70 creative activities in various
arenas, including cooking foods such as cranberry muffins and seafood “stuffies” in shells. Locklear ventures into fascinating areas such as the comet that appeared in 1618, two years before the
Pilgrims set sail. “Why was it called the ‘Angry Star?’ What did Christians imagine was happening?” And she ranges into diseases that ultimately decimated the native population, asking students
to name the diseases and to compare how many Europeans as opposed to natives died of the diseases. Of particular interest today as the coronavirus continues to affect our daily lives might be the
section on epidemics, where Locklear asks students to contemplate modern-day epidemics.
For more information about “The Mayflower at Cape Cod,” including purchasing information,
www.rebeccalocklear.com. The book is available in both a digital PDF and print edition.

2020 PANDEMIC GIFT.

Nickerson Family Association, Inc.

1107 Orleans Road, Post Office Box 296, North Chatham, MA 02650-0296
In consideration of the gifts made by my Nickerson Cousins, and to enable the on-going operations of the Nickerson Family Association,
Inc., I am pleased to make the enclosed gift.
n
n
n
n
n
n

Annual Sustainer Member contribution of $________________.
William & Anne Nickerson Society $10,000. or more
Grand Benefactor
$5,000. or more
Benefactor
$2,500. or more
Grand Patron
$1,000. or more
I would like to make a gift of securities. Please contact me.

n
n
n
n

Patron
Conservator
Preservationist
Friend

$500. or more
$250. or more
$100. or more
$99. or less

This should be recorded as a gift of: ____________________________________in memory/honor of: ___________________________________
							

(if applicable)

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:_________________________________________ E-mail:_________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Nickerson Family Association, Inc.
The Nickerson Family Association, Inc. is a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.
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A word from President Robert E. Nickerson…
We All Have Our Own Nickerson Story to Tell
Dear Nickerson Cousins:

2020-21
OFFICERS
President:
ROBERT E. NICKERSON
Harwich Port, MA
Vice President:
WILLIAM N. WALKER
Yarmouth, MA
Secretary:
JILL N. MACDONALD
Palm City, FL and Chatham, MA
Treasurer:
ROBERT E. NICKERSON
Harwich Port, MA
Membership Chair:
RON NICKERSON
Chatham, MA

Thank you so much for being a part of the
Nickerson Family Association. We are fortunate to have supportive members like you
who are interested in their Nickerson ancestral line(s). While we all have hundreds of
forbears, as a Nickerson descendant we all
trace ourselves to a common link, William
and Anne.
Each of us has our own Nickerson story.
Here’s mine. My paternal roots are strongly
tied to Cape Cod. My Nickerson line runs through William and Anne’s
son Joseph. Joseph was born in Yarmouth in 1647 and lived there prior to
moving to Harwich. In 1675 Joseph and his wife Ruhamah had their first
child, Jeremiah, in Harwich; their son William (my line) came three years
later. Three more boys filled out the family. Since 1675, my entire line was
born in Harwich. While I was born in Boston, I now live in the home that my
family has owned continuously since 1880. It was built by Anthony Phillips
in 1796. At the time the house was built, the Phillips family owned 42 acres
bounded by Nantucket Sound on the south. From recent research it appears
this is one of the oldest extant houses in Harwich Port. In 2018 we finished a
complete restoration including three fully functioning original hearths/fireplaces. We are looking into hosting a local “Nickerson” home tour in concert
with our 2021 Annual Reunion and hope to invite you to visit our restored
1796 home.

Genealogy Chair:
NANCY N. COREY
McCook, NE
Endowment Fund Chair:
DR. D. SCOTT NICKERSON
Big Horn, WY
Newsletter Editor:
DEBRA LAWLESS
Brewster, MA

.
1796 House
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COVID-19 has changed all of our lives and how we interact. Despite the
challenges of keeping the “Nick House” and Caleb Nickerson Homestead
closed this year, we are moving forward. For several months Vice President
Bill Walker and other board members worked with the Chatham Historical
Commission, Preserve Our Past (POP) and the new owner, Joe Giacalone, of
what is deemed to be the oldest house in Chatham-- William Nickerson Jr.’s
c. 1700 homestead. Our common goal is to save the house from demolition.
We hired an archaeologist and a well-recognized expert on historic structures to determine the approximate age of the home and their investigation
did confirm the age as early 1700s. Early on, the NFA was considered as a
possible new location for the house, but it appears that the owner intends to
move the house within his property and also to restore its exterior. We are
thrilled that the structure will be saved.
Another exciting project is the reproduction of the Massachusetts silver
sixpence of the ‘oak tree’ series, bearing the date 1652. This was one of
four coins found during the dig. The coin reproduction used 3-D imagery
to create the coin which is available for sale by the NFA. How exciting,
having a coin that is identical to the one found at the dig site of William and
Anne’s homestead! Just like the unearthed coin which was slightly bent, the
reproduction is, too. “No other find of a silver Massachusetts coin has been
reported for Cape Cod,” archaeologist Craig Chartier says.
Much more is to come in 2021. Thanks again to all those who were able to
help us in “Solving NFA’s Pandemic Puzzle.” We appreciate your support
and most importantly your membership and involvement with the NFA.
Wishing all a wonderful holiday season and the very best for 2021!

Please visit our website at:

http://nickersonassoc.com
Let us know what you think by leaving comments when visiting on Facebook,
watch videos on our YouTube channel (accessed from the website) and
contact us via email at wmnick1107@gmail.com,
by phone at 508-945-6086 or by U.S. mail addressed to
P.O. Box 296, North Chatham, MA 02650.

2020-21
DIRECTORS
EDMOND RHODES NICKERSON
South Dennis, MA
DR. D. SCOTT NICKERSON
Big Horn, WY
NANCY N. COREY
McCook, NE

,
DEBRA LAWLESS
NFA Executive Director
DEBRANFA@outlook.com

,
Nickerson Family Association, Inc.
Mailing Address:
Post Office Box 296
North Chatham, MA 02650-0296
Street Address:
1107 Orleans Road (Route 28)
North Chatham, Massachusetts
Phone:
508-945-6086
E-mail:
wmnick1107@gmail.com

www.nickersonassoc.com
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Roots and Branches
Fallen Branches

Ralph Crowell

Grace Connolly

NFA Past President Ralph “Eph” Crowell, 93, of Chatham
died on May 30, 2020. Ralph attended our reunion in 2019 and
received an award for “oldest” attendee. A son of Frederick W.
and Helen Eldridge Crowell, Ralph served in the U.S. Army
Air Force in WWII and in the Korean War as a tail gunner. He
worked for the family business, Frederick Crowell Construction
with his brother, Frederick Crowell Jr. Ralph was deeply
involved in the community in many ways, including 23 years
with the Chatham Fire Department. A cranberry grower who
was also a hunter and fisherman, he caught his first bluefin
tuna at the age of 87. Ralph’s wife Irene Cahoon Crowell
predeceased him in 2006. He is survived by his children Karen
Miller, Martha Schiffner, Robert Crowell, Cindy Cronin and
Amy Crowell; six grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Grace Connolly, 97, died in Erie, Mich. on April 3, 2020 in
the home where she had lived since 1964. Grace was active
in civic affairs, serving on the Mason Board of Education and
the Erie Park and Recreation Commission. In 2014 the South
Erie Grace Connolly Park was named after her. The oldest of
three children, she was born to Leonard and Grace Andrews
in Taunton, Mass. She graduated from high school in 1940
and spent the war working at Metals & Controls. She met her
future husband, Timothy Connolly, when he was stationed at
Camp Myles Standish in Taunton. After the war, they moved
to Dearborn, Mich., where they raised their eight children.
Surviving Grace are her sons Timothy, Andrew, Francis,
Daniel and Arthur Connolly; daughters Sandra DeMars, Tara
Connolly-Jones and Janet Connolly; 16 grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren.

Elizabeth A. Nickerson-Power
Elizabeth A. (Raggi) Nickerson-Power, 34, died on Aug. 12 in
Hingham, Mass., after a courageous four-year battle with cancer.
She leaves her husband, Michael E. Nickerson-Power, daughter
Isadora Aubrie Nickerson-Power, and mother-in-law Phyllis
Nickerson Power of Chatham. She was the niece of Barbara
Nickerson and Nick and Holly Nickerson of Chatham. Beth
was born and raised in New York. She graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Adelphi University with a B.A. in psychology.
She later earned a master’s degree in art therapy and mental
health counseling at Lesley University. In 2015 she opened her
successful private practice, Reflective Tides, in Rockland and
Hingham. She loved growing flowers and organic vegetables
and also advocated for rescue dogs. Beth worked tirelessly to
ensure whatever she touched was left better than she found it.

Sanford T. Young
Sanford T. Young, 83, died on April 12, 2020 in Rye, N.Y.
after an extended struggle with dementia. He is survived by
his wife of 59 years, Margaret Luce Young; sons Eugene and
Roland, and three grandchildren. He was pre-deceased by his
parents Chesley and Sada (Tyler) Young in Chicago, Ill. He
fondly recalled many summers as a young boy on Cape Cod
swimming and sailing, even during WWII. He earned a degree in chemistry at the University of Illinois and a Ph.D. in
organic chemistry from the University of Rochester. Beginning in 1961 he worked with FMC Corporation’s Agricultural
Chemical division for 34 years as a research chemist. Sandy and Margaret upon retirement traveled widely and sailed.
Sandy is commemorated in the South Dennis town cemetery
alongside his parents and close to other ancestors
buried there over the centuries.
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Robert Thrift Kendall Jr.
Robert Kendall, 95, died Feb. 3. A native of Jackson, Mich.,
he met his future wife, Sallie, while in grade school. Subsequent to service in the U.S. Army Air Corps, where he served
in WWII as a B-17 bombardier based in England, he returned
to the University of Michigan, receiving A.B. in 1948, a J.D.
in 1951 and an L.L.M. in 1955. He taught at Oregon State
University School of Business and Michigan State University
School of Business. In 1956 he joined the National Bank of
Jackson as a trust officer and eventually established the bank’s
first corporate legal department as general counsel.

Muriel Nickerson
Muriel Nickerson, 92, died on April 21, 2019, in Berlin, Md.
Born in Weymouth, Mass., she was preceded in death by her
husband, Robert Nickerson, in 1993, and her daughter Penny Jane Nickerson in 2018. She is survived by her son Phillip
Nickerson, daughters Pamela Bechill, Paula Jo Kennedy and
five grandchildren. Muriel was a graduate of the University of
Maryland and Benjamin Franklin University where she studied accounting and law. Muriel was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Two Members Look Back at the 1918 Pandemic
In 1918 my maternal grandfather was practicing medicine in Leechburg, Penn. as a recent
GP graduate of a Pittsburg medical college. His four brothers always accused him of doing
medical training because he was too lazy to farm.
As related by my mother, due to the influenza he was extra busy with office work and
house calls and enough people could pay bills that he ended up with a bit of extra income.
So he decided to spend some of the windfall on getting a grandfather clock like those
he had always admired. He commissioned a local craftsman to build a cabinet of cherry
wood to house the works and movement which were ordered from the local jeweler. I
remember it so well as a child of five or six, a huge seven-foot tall pendulum clock standing in Grandma’s entry hallway.
The other remarkable event of 1918 for this family was the birth of a new baby, my own
mother. As I learned of this terrible time in our country’s history, I wondered if Grandpa had
been infected with the influenza and survived, or whether he somehow avoided the virus.
There were certainly no distancing advisories mandated, no PPE, and surgical masks
and gloves were a very new concept, as was even the new appreciation of a connection
between microbes and disease.
Times change. Challenges are comparable.
--D. Scott Nickerson, Big Horn, Wy.

.

My grandmother, Elsie (Scott) Sweetman, born in 1896, contracted Spanish flu while teaching in Marshfield, near Welland,
Ontario. She returned to her parents’ home in Highgate, Ontario. She must have recovered quickly as she married Stanley
M. Sweetman on 27 August 1919, having met him after he returned from the war. Elsie’s parents were William Wilberforce
Scott and Deborah (Nickerson) Scott.
--Debra Sweetman, Ontario, Canada

What’s In a Name?
By Gail Blankenau, NFA genealogist
For genealogists, names are what we start with,
and if we are unaware of name changes, we can go
down time-consuming, research rabbit holes. The
“scent” of our trail—whether sweet or not—begins
with names.
Where do historians find evidence of name changes?
Records may not always exist, particularly in cases in which people migrate and establish a new
identity. However, there are documentary sources
to which we can turn. In addition to naturalization
records, for males, military records, especially
pensions, may contain a record of aliases.
Fortunately, for those with Massachusetts roots,
researchers have a valuable resource in the book,
List of Persons Whose Names Have Been Changed
in Massachusetts 1780-1893.
For Gail’s article, please visit
www.nickersonassoc.com

Many thanks for local clock expert
Barry Hutchinson for donating a clock
in memory of his friends
Richard and Audrey Nickerson
late of Orleans, Mass.
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Celebrating ‘The Turning Point’
Mayflower Descendants Gather In Chatham

by Tim Wood
CHATHAM - On a warm, sunny November Monday, more than two dozen descendants of Mayflower passengers
gathered at the Lighthouse Overlook to mark the day 400 years ago when their ancestors sailed by just offshore. Twice.
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the the
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Gifts for Nicks Order Form
PRICES REFLECT MEMBERS’ 20% DISCOUNT
ITEM

COLOR

NEW! WOMEN’S HOODIE: Navy Blue with NFA Logo		

SIZE

QTY

Women’s XL,L,M,S

NICKERSON T-SHIRTS: Circle logo/Cape Cod outline		
Navy blue with white print
Blue
White with navy blue print
White
(Size SM in blue only)
(Circle One)

XL 44-46
LG 40-42
MD 38-40		
SM 34-36

NICKERSON T-SHIRTS:
Navy blue with Nickerson Crest		

S/M/L/XL		

DIG COMMEMORATIVE T-SHIRTS:
White
Sized as for Nick T-s				
Gray
(circle one)

PRICE

TOTAL

$58.00

$15.00

$15.00
$20.00

NICKERSON SWEATSHIRTS:
Logo
XXL		
Navy blue w/white circular logo & Cape Cod outline Crest
XL 44-46		
Navy blue w/white Nickerson Crest
(Circle One)
LG 40-42		
		
MD 38-40			
		
SM 34-36			

$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00

NICKERSON POLO: Blue or white, w/embossed crest		
in color, w/ or w/o pocket, cotton.
White
Specify POCKET or NOT (circle one)
Blue
			
			

XXL		
XL		
L		
M		
S		

$35.00
$35.00
$35.00
$35.00
$35.00

COFFEE MUG: Large, deep navy blue with gold Nickerson crest			
DIG COMMENORATIVE COFFEE MUG: Logo of Nickerson Homestead			

*$12.00
*$12.00

BASEBALL CAP: Navy with Nickerson crest
“Team Nickerson” ball cap with stretch band

Navy			
Navy			

*28.00
$22.00

CAPE COD LAPEL PIN: With “Nickerson” across Cape,				
bright gold, red star shows Chatham

*5.00

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS:
Engraved in simulated scrimshaw, in color
Nickerson House			
$20.00 ea.
		
Caleb House		
NICKERSON CREST KEY RING				*$2.00
LIMITED EDITION PRINTS AND NOTECARDS
Prints			
**$115.00
Watercolor Paintings by Lin Webber
Notecards			
***$20.00
ARCHITECTURAL TOUR OF THE CALEB NICKERSON HOUSE (Pamphlet)		
$5.00
HISTORY OF WILLIAM NICKERSON (Pamphlet)				
$10.00
THE BUSBY FAMILY (Pamphlet)				
$5.00
CAPE COD PILGRIM TRAIL DRIVING TOUR		
CD		$10.00
CHATHAM DRIVING TOUR		
CD		$10.00
CHATHAM SEA CAPTAINS IN THE AGE OF SAIL				$20.00+
By Joseph Nickerson and Geraldine Nickerson
LAND HO! A Seaman’s Story of the Mayflower				
$21.95+
EARLY ENCOUNTERS: Native Americans and Europeans in New England		
$21.95+

NICKERSON COAT-OF-ARMS FLAG						
THE NICKERSON FAMILY, PARTS I-III				
THE NICKERSON FAMILY, PART V				
THE NICKERSON FAMILY, PART IV			
Any two genealogy books $144.00, Any three genealogy books $216.00
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$70.00
$80.00+
$80.00+
$72.00+ until 12/31/20

Gifts for Nicks Order Form
Keep the Nick Gift Store in mind when shopping
Keep
the Nick Gift Store in mind when shopping
for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Christmas, and
for
Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
and
any
time there’s
an occasionChristmas,
to give a Nick
you love
any time there’s
an something
occasion to special!
give a Nick you

Additional
Charges
Additional
Charges
(from previous
(from
previous
page)
page):
Massachusetts
Tax
**Includes
Includes$6.25
$6.25 Massachusetts
Tax
**Includes
$15.00
Shipping
&
Handling
** Includes $15.00 Shipping & Handling
***Includes $5.00 Shipping & Handling
*** Includes $5.00 Shipping & Handling

+ Canada
andand
Overseas
book
orders,
++Canada
Canada
Overseas
book
orders,
and
Overseas
book
orders, please
please
add
$50
per
book.
		 please add $50 per book.

add $25.00 per book.

Subtotal
Subtotal from
from previous
previous page:
page: _____________
Add 15% Shipping:
_____________
Add 15% Shipping:
Additional
charges
_____________
Additional
(see chartCharges:
at left):
(see chart above)

Total
Total Order
Order Amount
Amount Enclosed:
Enclosed: _____________

PLEASE NOTE: All money and payments
must be submitted in US DOLLARS
(Banks now charge us $25 per check for
foreign currency!)

SHIP ORDER TO:
Name:

Street:
City/State/Zip:
Please
submit
your
to:
Please
submit Family
your order
order
to:
The
Nickerson
Association
Please submit
your
order
to:
The
Nickerson
Family
Association,
P.O.
Box
296,
North
The Nickerson Family Association, P.O. Box 296, North Chatham,
Chatham, MA
MA 02650-0296
02650-0296

P.O. ones
Box gifts
296about the Nickersons, click on this hyperlink
To make it as convenient as possible to buy your loved
To make
it
as
convenient
as
possible
to
buy
your
loved
ones
gifts
about store
the Nickersons,
click onfrom
this hyperlink
nickersonassoc.com/store to go directly to the NFA’s web-based
and order directly
it!
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North
Chatham, MA 02650-0296
nickersonassoc.com/store
To take advantage
of
special
pricing
on books,
DebraNFA@outlook.com
to go directly to the NFA’s web-based
storecontact
and order
directly from it!

15
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Address Service Requested

Post Office Box 296
North Chatham, MA 02650-0296

Nickerson Family Association, Inc.
STANDARD
NON-PROFIT
PRESORTED
PERMIT NO. 44
ORLEANS, MA 02653

