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Signasure of 2025 Reunion in Chatham and Sandwich
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The NFA’s Annual Reunion will be held from Friday, September 5 to
Monday, September 8 in Chatham and in Sandwich on Cape Cod.

Friday will begin in Chatham with a tour of the 1752 Atwood House Museum %gr
at the Chatham Historical Society. The tour includes the Nickerson North Beach
Camp. That evening we will host an informal icebreaker party at the NFA
campus with special guest “Nickerson,” an Eastern screech owl.

Saturday we will meet for our annual meeting at the Sandwich Glass Museum.

Our guest will be author and historian Christie Lowrance, speaking on “The History of Cape Cod s Oldest Town: Sandwich.”
After a box lunch and group photo, we have the option of touring the Glass Museum to view glass blowing or taking a
walking tour of the old village with Gary Nickerson. That evening dinner is at Amari Bar and Ristorante followed by
“Dessert with a Cape Cod Storyteller,” Jim Coogan.

Sunday begins with Nickerson Sunday at the First Congregational Church of Chatham, founded by William Nickerson
in his home. This is followed by a scrumptious cookout at the NFA campus with remarks by Gary Nickerson on the new
expanded display of artifacts.

On Monday, appointments are available for one-on-one meetings with one of our genealogists.

...being, in a sense, the printed voice of the Nickerson Family Association

“Nickerson House” - -



We Thank Our Generous 2024 $100,000 Capital Campaign Donors!
(As of June 2025)

Grand Benefactors

Jill and Alan MacDonald

Barbara Nickerson-Estrada

Anne & Scott Nickerson Family Foundation
Carol Nickerson

Benefactors
Robert & Barbara Nickerson
Roland Nickerson

Grand Patrons
Anonymous
Dennis and Sandra Nickerson

Patrons

George E. Colby Jr.

Nancy N. Corey

Eileen Furlong

Martinus & Sheila Nickerson

William J. Nickerson

Susan Sherman

Donna L. Sprenger, in memory of Amos & Lela Nickerson Henke

Preservationists

Katherine D. Casey, in memory of Adam Karl Lilewellyn
Pamela Llewellyn

Patrick Lueck

Josephine Manning, in memory of Robert Nickerson Manning
Russell Moorman

Bessie Nickerson

Edmond Rhodes Nickerson

Lloyd and Carol Nickerson

Phyllis Nickerson Power, in memory of Willard H. Nickerson Jr.
Ron & Paula Nickerson Plock

William Nickerson Walker

Conservators

Paul Lapham

Warren Nickerson Marble, iz memory of Warren Sears Nickerson
Sarah Downing Nelson

Clement Nickerson

William H. Nickerson

Supporters

Emily Haines Barberi

Sandra Brokaw

Martha M. Cummins

James W. Fairfield Sonn Sr., in honor of Christine Mary (Fairfield) Sonn
Roy Hoar

Phillip W. Henning, in m/h of Susan Nickerson Larkin
Connie Jeremiah

Helen L. Malzahn

Marcia PE Mclntire

David A. Nickerson, in memory of father Austin Nickerson
Dwight Nickerson

Supporters (continued)

Jon Nickerson

Michael G. Nickerson

Ron & Karen Nickerson

Steven & Kimberly Nickerson

Todd W. Nickerson

Vaughn R. Nickerson

Virginia Nickerson

Barbara Seelaus

Brian Smith

Donna Snow

Alver Swett

David N. Taft

David M. Trebing

RaNae M. Travers, in memory of Bertha RaNae Peterson Morris
Antoinette M. Tuck, in m/h of Steve and Leighton B. Tuck
Leslie Vermillion, in m/h of Marjorie Nickerson Hoffman

Boosters

Louise Caruso

Ronald Prence Cima

Lois M. Compo, in m/h of Rev. Anson Titus

Roy A. & Constance Ferguson

Jane Clayson Johnson

John MacDonald

Elizabeth M. Moseley

Helen M. Nickerson, in memory of Bryan W. Nickerson III
Lindsay E. Spooner, in memory of father, Stanley North Nickerson
Eva Takacs-di Lorenzo

Sheila L. Tiberio

Leigh W. Tompros

Karen A. Wheeler, in m/h of Harlan Nickerson

Charlotte Williams

Nancy Zickgraf, in memory of William and Anne Nickerson

Additions to Dues

Virginia Nickerson Alander; Karlene Arnold; Veronica Barnett;
Mary Lynda Bianchi; Sue Birkinshaw; Herb Brannen;
Anne-Marie Burke; Mark Chase; Ronald Prence Cima;

Andrea E. Doane; Carol Duricy; Chris & Val Jackson;

William Jordan; Sandy & George Malia; Linda Ann Miller;
Cathleen Moran; August L. Nickerson; Jack and Nita Nickerson;
James M. Nickerson; Martha J. Oppeneer; Dianne Rizzo;
Dennis Schoeller; Betsy Robbins Strasser; Eva Takacs-di Lorenzo;
Leigh W. Tompros; Josephine Wildi; Glenn Williams;

Charles C. Wyand Jr.

Ewery effort has been made for accuracy.
Please let us know if you have been inadvertently omitted from this list.




NFA Receives $1 Million Bequest from Joshua A. and Louise Nickerson

On an overcast day in February the NFA hosted a very special event—a
reception for William Atkins Nickerson' of Portland, Oregon, Agnes Wong
Nickerson of San Diego and Doug Bohannon of Brewster. The occasion
was the presentation to the NFA of $1 million from the estates of Joshua A.
“Jan” Nickerson Jr."? (1935-2023) and his wife Louise “Weezie” Nicker-
son (1934 -2005). This represents the largest donation given to the NFA’s
endowment.

William is Jan’s grandson; Agnes is William’s mother; and Doug served as
Jan’s trustee. After a toast to Jan and Weezie, the three were feted with cham-
pagne, hot quiche, hors d’oeuvres and desserts in the “Nick House.”

Jan was always a good friend to the NFA. The venue for the party was
appropriate as Jan had donated the bow-roofed house to the NFA. The
house was a model home for his business Nickerson Lumber Company
in Orleans—a company founded by his grandfather Oscar'® in Chatham in
1895. In 1994 the house traveled over land and water to the NFA campus.

Unable to attend the event was Jan’s son Peter Samuel Nickerson'® of
North Carolina.

The gift will ensure the NFA’s operation into the future, says NFA
President Robert E. Nickerson. In addition to the gift to the NFA, Jan left
$1 million gifts to the Chatham Historical Society and the Kelley Foundation
of Yarmouth.
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NFA Hosts an Old-Fashioned Barn Raising June 14, 15
Photos by Steve Furlong. The NFA is grateful to Steve for documenting the entire project.




Two Days of Intensive Work Pay Off
Photos by Debra Lawless.

Over the course of two days about 20 volunteers took part in the landmark barn raising event under the direction of timber
framer Ian Ellison. Two frames of the historic 20-by-20 barn were erected. The barn, believed to have been built on
property in North Chatham once belonging to William and Anne’s son William, was disassembled in 2022
and moved to the NFA. In May Chatham’s voters approved a Community Preservation Act grant
for $275,000 to complete the project. This is in addition to a 2022 CPA grant
for $300,000 and generous donations from NFA members.
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A word from President Robert E. Nickerson...

The Barn Reconstuction: Where are we now?

Dear Cousin:

I wish the best to all our Nickerson
cousins.

The big event since my last Presi-
dent’s letter was the “Barn Raising”
on June 14 and 15. About ten vol-
unteers came each day to help raise
the “barn.” Fortunately, during the
two eight-hour days of work the rain
mainly held off. We also greeted lots
of people who dropped in to witness
the work on both days.

In addition to raising the barn, volunteers made the wooden oak pins
needed to secure the timber joints. These are made using a draw
knife to “shave” them into shape while they are secured in a “shav-
ing horse.” To get to this “raising milestone,” timber framer lan
Ellison made a significant effort to restore many of the original posts
and beams. And of course, as anticipated, new timber members were
required in some locations as well as all roof rafters. The steps in this
process are (a) debarking the logs, (b) measuring and marking the
logs, (c) cutting notches on the log (scoring), (d) removing the wood
(joggling), and (e) hewing the log, resulting in a square wood beam
or post.

We expect to move on to the next major step for the barn—putting
on the roof—in October. This will require that rafters and purlins
(horizontal beams along the length of the roof that support the
rafters) be installed, followed by decking and shingles. We will, of
course, share many more photos as we move along with this exciting
project.

As always, we appreciate your interest in your Nickerson genealogy
and hope you are familiar with the Nickerson TNG database. Please
contact us if you have any questions on how to access it. As you
know, you must be a current member to access the site. And just as
a reminder, we do not list names of living descendants. If you are
interested in a free elementary search, please contact us. If you want
more detailed research the charge is $60/hour.




Many thanks to all who were able to provide additional support to
the Nickerson Family Association in 2024. We received contribu-
tions totaling nearly $78,000 in our 2024 Capital Campaign. These
funds are critical to support the NFA’s campus activities. We also
encourage you to consider a membership for the young Nicks in
your family, so they are aware of their “roots.”

The Caleb Nickerson Homestead is open for the season on
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. through October 8. This year
we have extended hours in July and August to Thursday afternoons
from noon to 4 p.m. and to Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Our ex-
hibit of artifacts from the excavation of William and Anne’s ca. 1664
homestead has been expanded to three cases of artifacts, a separate
exhibit with selected Monomoyick artifacts and informative posters
providing further details about the dig. In the fall we will host our
Hands-On-History classes in floral arranging and felting.

Are you interested in joining the NFA board
or joining a board committee?

Please let us know by emailing me at
wmnick1107@gmail.com.

Nicherson
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Thanks for being a part of the Nickerson Family Association
And for your interest in your Nickerson heritage.

Please visit our website at:
https://nickersonassoc.com

Follow us on Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/nickersonfamilyassociationinc/

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/NickersonFamilyAssociationUSA

Nickerson
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2024-25
DIRECTORS

NANCY NICKERSON COREY
McCook, NE

EDMOND RHODES NICKERSON
South Dennis, MA

LLOYD EMERY NICKERSON
Spencer, NC

PHYLLIS NICKERSON POWER
Chatham, MA

A

DEBRA LAWLESS
NFA Executive Director
DebraNFA@outlook.com
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Nickerson Family Association, Inc.

Mailing Address:
Post Office Box 296
North Chatham, MA 02650-0296

Street Address:
1107 Orleans Road (Route 28)
North Chatham, Massachusetts

Phone:
508-945-6086
E-mail:
wmnick1107@gmail.com

www.nickersonassoc.com
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